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vegetation than the Kara Kum. It extends in wide gulfs
along the floors of the depressions between the ranges of the
Tian Shan and Pamiro-Alai Mountains. One of the most
important of these is the Ferghana depression, lying between
the Hercynian folds of the Ferghana and Chatkhalsk Moun-
tains and the Turkestan and Alai Ranges.
Generally speaking5 the Kizil Kum is much better supplied
with water than the Kara Kum5 since from the mountains
rise several rivers of great value for irrigation.
THE MOUNTAINS OF THE TIAN SHAN, PAMIRO-ALAI,
AND KOPET DAG RANGES
In Central Asia we find the greatest mountain systems,
the highest peaks, and the most extensive glaciers and snow-
fields in the Soviet Union. The greatest glacier in the world,
with a length of about 50 miles, is the famous Fedchenko
Glacier, in the Salaisk Range. The majestic snow-covered
ranges of the Asiatic republic form the strongest and most
impenetrable natural frontier of the U.S.S.R.
Through the southern ranges of the Tian Shan and the
northern ranges of the Pamiro-Alai runs the junction between
the Hercynian and Tertiary systems of folded mountains.
The Tian Shan is distinguished by the wide depressions
between the ranges, while the Pamiro-Alai forms a more
compact and less eroded mountain mass, with sharply denned
crests and peaks, including Mount Stalin (24,590 feet) and
Mount Lenin (23,680 feet). The valleys of the Pamiro-Alai
are deep, often precipitous, gorges; the rivers are powerful
and torrential.
In the south-west of the Central Asiatic republics the Alpine
folds of the Hindu-Kush system are represented by the Kopet
Dagh Range, considerably lower than the ranges of the Tian
Shan or Pamiro-Alai5 and extending to the shores of the
Caspian Sea in the Balkhan Mountains.
Apart from their value as sources of hydro-electric power
and \vater for irrigation, the mountain systems described
above contain deposits of coal, oil, non-ferrous metals, radio-